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Saint Rock Haiti Foundation
 

In 2002 the Saint Rock Haiti Foundation began its journey guided by a handful 
of dedicated volunteers motivated by a community of people in desperate need 
of help. Their resourcefulness, an abandoned building, a part-time Haitian 
physician and dentist has evolved into a permanent, stalwart institution in 
Haiti making long lasting relationships and contributions to this community. 

Over 20 years in partnership with the Saint Rock community SRHF has:
  Created a health system consisting of two centers providing high-quality health care for the region.  
  Built a water system ensuring potable water for the community decreasing waterborne illnesses.
  Partnered with local schools to ensure quality teaching and remove barriers to education.
  Engaged partners such as the Flatley Foundation to enable access to higher education.
  Trained a team of Community Health Workers so those in remote areas may receive care. 

Those milestones just begin to tell the story of the many achievements 
over our 20 years in operation. Haiti has many challenges ahead and 
the Saint Rock Haiti Foundation will continue to be there, every day, 
working toward positive change.

(Left, early volunteers Maureen Dryja, Adele Foy, Ruth Johnstone, 
Jack Riley, Catherine Liberles Hodgson, Jeannita Dalce Mercius, 
and Bernadette Hamilton)
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SRHF Celebrates 20 Years of Progress

Over the last 20 years, countless young people have visited Saint 
Rock with the Foundation. Jocelyn Bresnahan, President and CEO 
of SRHF, was impressed by the dedication of these volunteers and 
saw their potential as leaders in the organization. In 2020, SRHF 
created a small working group to explore a way to recognize 
these young professionals and make them an official part of the 
Foundation.
In September of 2021, the newly minted Emerging Leaders Board 
(ELB) of SRHF had its first official meeting. There are 10 members 
and they are planning a series of events with the goal of engaging 
other young professionals who are interested in the mission of SRHF. 
Mollie White, RN along with Sophie MacDonald, NP, both long-term travelers, are leading the group.

The Emerging Leaders Board, or ELB, had its first event, a summer social, at Castle Island Brewery in 
Norwood, MA. On Sunday, October 23, at noon, the ELB will be hosting its first “5k Run for the Schools” 
at historic Prowse Farm in Canton, MA at the foot of the Great Blue Hill. The course is an easy 5k path, 
all onsite. Proceeds will benefit educational programs and focus on rebuilding ICGS, fondly known as the 
James Pierre School. To learn more about the 5k Run, please visit the Saint Rock website, saintrock.org.

Emerging Leaders Board Sets Course for Foundation’s Future



The Saint Rock Haiti Foundation is proud to highlight the great work done 
by Kathy Cassis. Kathy works tirelessly as the Financial Manager at SRHF, 
managing the foundation’s accounts payable, accounts receivable, annual 
budget preparation, and monthly account reconciliations. In addition, Kathy 
also provides support with donor correspondence and annual audit and tax 
filings.
Kathy grew up in Dorchester and received both her BSBA in accounting 
and MBA in management from Suffolk University. A lifelong volunteer, 
Kathy heard of an opening for a bookkeeper position and jumped on the 
opportunity to apply her professional skill set to aid the work being done at 
SRHF. Her dedicated work has allowed her to blend her professional talent, 
gleaned from years in insurance and financial management, with a personal 
passion for improving the lives of the people of Haiti. 
In her personal life, Kathy and her husband Tony call Milton home and love to spend their summers on Cape 
Cod. Kathy is a mother to Christine, Stephen, and Brian, as well as a dog-mom to four-legged friend Bo. We 
greatly appreciate and respect all the incredible work that Kathy does for SRHF, and are fortunate to count her 
as a valuable member of the SRHF team.

Employee Spotlight - Kathy Cassis 
The Saint Rock Haiti Foundation celebrated its 20th 
anniversary at the April 21, 2022, Building Hope Together 
gala.  With over 450 in attendance, this year’s gala raised 
over $670,000 in support of the life-saving work being 
carried out in Saint Rock, Haiti. Attendees were delighted to 
hear insights from the gala’s Honorary Chair, Alix Cantave, 
Ph.D. (left), Program Officer for Haiti Latin America and 
Caribbean Programs at the W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
and this year’s Stephen Bresnahan award winner Brian 
Concannon (second from left, below), Founder and Executive 
Director of the Boston-based Institute for Justice & Democracy 
in Haiti.
“We were thrilled to celebrate this important milestone with 

so many who have supported our efforts over the past 20 years,” said CEO and President Jocelyn Bresnahan.  
Gala co-chairs Donna Swanson and Regina Tsanotelis created a celebratory atmosphere that included a silent 
auction featuring 3 trips and a wide variety of raffle prizes. “Donations for this event support 80% of the overall 
annual budget and we are so thankful for the generosity of all who participated,” said Bresnahan.

In June of 2022, the Haitian staff gathered off-site to review past successes and ongoing challenges, and 
identify areas for improvement for the upcoming year.  The current staff has endured over three years of 
external obstacles including extreme natural disasters, political upheaval, and a worldwide pandemic. SRHF 
health centers have remained open and active throughout and the tireless Haitian staff continues to provide 
unwavering care.
“The staff has been working 
very hard. Our goal was to 
strengthen team spirit. We 
want everyone to learn more 
about the mission of SRHF so 
we can all work towards the 
same goals,” states Dr. Jean 
Kenes Eloy, SRHF Medical 
Director. “We are energized 
and ready to achieve even 
more in the coming year.”
Members of the US Board 
of Directors and staff in the 
US were able to participate 
remotely, offering a chance to 
collaborate during a time when 
travel has been restricted.
Over the weekend, different team leaders presented topics ranging from the mission of the organization to 
the basics of sustainable development.  Dr. Eloy encouraged all individuals to participate through ideas and 
suggestions with the goal of building a better community. 

Staff Retreat
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October 23, 2022  Emerging Leaders Board 
    5K Run for the Schools

November 29, 2022  

April 20, 2023  Building Hope Together Gala

Calendar You can support the 
Saint Rock Haiti Foundation 

by shopping at  
smile.amazon.com.
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20th Anniversary Gala
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Dear Friends,
We are thrilled to be celebrating 20 years of working hand in hand with 
the people of Saint Rock toward a more self-sustaining community 
in Haiti. Together we have made extraordinary progress in providing 
greater access to quality health care, affordable education opportunities, 
consistent clean water, and agricultural innovations. Thanks to our 
tenacious staff, committed volunteers, and selfless donors for making 
20 years of progress possible.
Mèsi Anpil,

Jocelyn Bresnahan, DNP
President & CEO
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Saint Rock Haiti Foundation’s  
20th Anniversary!

Making the trek up the road to the clinic in Saint Rock.


