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Saint Rock Haiti Foundation

Letter to the SRHF Board of Directors from our Medical Director on the day of the earthquake.
  

As many of you already know, this morning around 8:30AM a 7.2 magnitude earthquake affected the south coast of 
the country, and the tremors could also be felt in the west, including around the SRHF clinic.  I am relieved to inform 
you that all the staff and the larger community of Saint Rock are well and no damage has been recorded so far.  For 
now, the loss of human life is around fifty and the material damage has not yet been assessed, but the damage is very 
significant.
 

In fraternity with my countrymen, I plan to prepare an essential drug kit to support the medical team working in the 
south. It will be made from what we have in stock here at the clinic.
  

Since the month of July in Haiti the sad news has continued but, I 
remain confident that we will get up, we must wake up.  We know 
that there are problems everywhere, the 
difference lies in the way of answering.
   

I say thank you, because at the moment, there are many places in 
Haiti that would have liked to have a health clinic and access to 
the resources as we do in Saint Rock.
 

J. Kenes Eloy, MD, Medical Director

We now know that the human devastation experienced in southwestern 
Haiti as a result of the August 14, 2021, earthquake is estimated to be 
over 14,000 people dead or injured, thousands more are left in dire need 
of food, water, shelter, and other basic daily needs. Countless homes 
were destroyed along with 66 health centers severely damaged or 
completely destroyed. Two days following the earthquake, Tropical 
Storm Grace triggered flooding in many of the already affected areas 
creating even more hazardous conditions.

Through discussions with similar organizations in Haiti, local 
government and the SRHF staff, L’Asile, one of the more severely 
impacted areas within the earthquake zone, was identified as the 
community in which our efforts would be most needed.

Dr. Eloy, Dr. Melius and additional staff have travelled multiple times to that community to provide vitally needed 
medical supplies and to assist with the care of the injured and suffering. The staff from the SRHF clinic has distributed 
over 300 tarps to community members who have lost their homes and are living on the streets. Emergency kits have been 
assembled and distributed by the SRHF staff that include spaghetti, rice, hygiene products, water, and beans.

Work in this region will continue for months and years to come.  Through the generosity of all those who believe in the 
mission of this foundation, SRHF now has exceptionally well-trained staff and essential resources to not only provide 
quality healthcare to those in Saint Rock but has the capacity to respond effectively to emergencies within the region.  
Together our efforts are saving lives and providing hope for the future.

EARTHQUAKE HITS THE SOUTHERN PENINSULA

Centre de Santé Staff Bring Aid to Earthquake Zone

FALL 2021 Newsletter



Employee Spotlight  ANCILE TIMOTHÉ
It is with great pride that we recognize Ancile Timothé 
(below right), one of the Saint Rock Haiti Foundation’s 
dedicated nurses and well-respected members of the 
medical team in Haiti.

The Saint Rock Haiti Foundation is fortunate to count 
Omar Hernandez as a long serving member of the SRHF 
Building Committee. As Director of Engineering and 
Construction at Build Health International (BHI), a 
leader in developing high-quality health infrastructure 
globally, Omar has lent his substantial expertise to plan 
and build the new health center in Saint Rock. Omar’s 
involvement with the health center has been invaluable 
and a resource that will continue to propel this critical 
project forward.
 
Omar joined BHI as head site supervisor for the 
construction of the Hôpital Universitaire de Mirebalais 
which was designed and constructed in response to the 
devastating 2010 earthquake in Haiti. Omar continues to 
be motivated to use his engineering degree and 
background to create change and make a difference 
around the world.
 
“When I went to Haiti in 2010, I was not expecting to 
see that level of poverty and how differently people were 
living in such low-resource settings. I realized how lucky 
I was to live in an environment with all the resources to 
be comfortable, especially clean, potable water, healthcare 
and education.”
 
Most recently Omar’s focus has been centered on plans 
for the maternal child health center. Hernandez’s belief 
in our mission and this project is inspiring. “Despite 
limitations of the rural land, location, and region, we 

Ancile Timothé is a 27-year-old graduate of the École 
Mixte de St Roch and, with the support of the SRHF 
Flatley scholarship program, went on to study nursing at 
the Université Américaine des Sciences Moderne d’Haïti. 
Ancile did her social service year at the SRHF health 
clinic Centre de Santé and is now working as a nurse in 
the SRHF health annex in Macaco. 

In the immediate aftermath of the recent catastrophic 
earthquake, Ancile traveled with the SRHF clinic team 
to L’Asile, providing urgently needed care through the 
mobile clinic.

Her selfless efforts and that of the entire medical staff in 
response to this tragedy have been herculean.  These 
humanitarian acts and benevolent concern for her fellow 
country men and women makes Ancile Timothé an 
invaluable member of the SRHF staff in Haiti. 

truly believe the impact will override the challenges. I 
am proud to partner with the team to continue to make 
this dream a reality,” said Hernandez.
 
The involvement of experienced partners and volunteers 
like Omar continues to be the driving force behind the 
progress experienced by SRHF over our almost 20 years 
as a foundation. It is their commitment and the support 
of so many generous donors that allows SRHF to continue 
changing lives in Saint Rock and we are very grateful to 
all.

“Taking part in the work at BHI with partners like Saint 
Rock makes me realize that we will not stop doing this 
work, no matter what the challenge is. Together we will 
continue to make the world a place where people can 
receive quality access to care.” Omar Hernandez (above 
left)
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Saint Rock Haiti Foundation  2021 Hike to School
We are thrilled that, after a challenging year, the five schools within the 
Saint Rock community are up and running.  

The road to education in Haiti can be difficult. Today, 90% of the schools 
in the country are privately run which presents many barriers such as the 
cost of tuition, uniforms, and school supplies. Due to the high cost of 
schooling, many families can only send their children to school during 
the months or years in which they can afford it. Combined with a perpet-
ual shortage of schooling infrastructure and trained teachers, educational 

opportunities are a constant 
struggle.

The SRHF Hike to School 
is a fundraiser that helps to 
remove some of those 
barriers and make it possible for all children to attend school. Last 
year 119 participants and supporters raised over $20,000!  This 
year’s fundraising hike, which will take place blace between November 1 
and November 25, 2021, will again support the SRHF education 
program. 

This year’s hike will also support the rebuilding of one of the 
community schools. The current L’Institution Chretienne Grace 
Surabondante (ICGS school) is a dilapidated one room structure 
in which 12 teachers are educating over 100 children ranging from 

ages three to twelve. A portion of the proceeds from the Hike to School will be used to construct a permanent, 
safe, school building that can be expanded over time and provide an appropriate learning environment for students.

You can learn more about participating in the SRHF Hike to School by visiting our website at 
saintrock.org/hike-to-school-2021/
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November 1 - 25, 2021 2nd Annual Hike to School

November 30, 2021  

January 1, 2022      SRHF 20th Anniversary Kickoff

April 21, 2022  20th Anniversary Gala

Calendar You can support the 
Saint Rock Haiti Foundation 

by shopping at  
smile.amazon.com.

STAY CONNECTED SaintRockHaiti

A few of our hikers from 2020

Boston College High School students 
hiking in the Blue Hills in 2020

SaintRockHaiti



Dear Friends,

One of my favorite Haitian proverbs “Di m kisa ou renmen, ma di ou ki moun ou ye” 
essentially means, the people who you care about tells a lot about who you are as a 
person. The tragedies experienced by the people in Haiti these past months is slowly 
being eclipsed by the outpouring of generosity and support from so many of you in 
the SRHF family. I am particularly proud of the continued, selfless outreach from 
the Foundation staff in Haiti to their fellow countrymen who were devastated by the 
recent earthquake. Their ability to remain a source of hope for their community and 
their country inspires us to forge ahead with our mission in solidarity with them.
 
“Lespwa fe viv” …...hope is alive!
 
Mèsi Anpil,

Jocelyn Bresnahan, DNP
President & CEO
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