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We are thrilled to announce that the Flatley Foundation just 
awarded a grant of $100,000 to the Saint Rock Haiti 
Foundation’s Center for Maternal and Child Health.  These 
funds will be used for essential equipment and supplies needed 
to make an impact on the maternal child mortality crisis in 
Haiti.  We are so thankful to have the Flatley Foundation as a 
committed benefactor and partner.
  

Plans for the center have been finalized and, thanks to the 
unrelenting diligence of Build Health International (BHI), the 
build-out is scheduled to begin very soon.  Our  partnership 
with BHI has allowed this Foundation to make unprecedented 

COVID-19 Update

As of today, the community of Saint Rock, like much 
of Haiti and the Caribbean, have only been mildly 
affected by Covid-19 compared to other parts of the 
world.

The reasons for this are likely complex and not well 
understood but it is clear the virus is still circulating 
in the country and a second wave with higher 
numbers and more serious cases is a reality.

For this reason, we must remain vigilant. 
Community trust in the staff of the SRHF Centre de 

Center for Maternal and Child Health

strides toward dignified care in this region of Haiti.  
  

We look forward to announcing the groundbreaking and work beginning on this important project.

Santé is still high. We continue to promote and reinforce critically important prevention strategies 
such as hand hygiene, social distancing, and the use of face masks. Combined with the hope of 
equitable access to COVID-19 vaccine through the COVAX program, we believe our staff will 
remain safe and lives will be saved throughout the country.
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The Results are In! 29 Day Hike to School a Great Success

Employee Spotlight Denise Guerrier

Please join us for this year’s Building Hope Together event on May 21st at 7:30PM.  We will come 
together a little differently this year but for the same purpose, to celebrate the work of the Saint Rock 
Haiti Foundation and to raise the vitally needed funds that make all the difference to the people of 
Saint Rock.  The Flatley Foundation has, once again, agreed to match all dollars raised during the 
event up to $200,000!
  

We are so pleased to announce this year’s honorary chairs, Jay and Linda Hooley, long time and 
committed members of the SRHF community.  
  

Please keep a close eye on your email and social media in the weeks leading up to the event.  We 
will be highlighting some of the Foundation’s primary areas of focus through our “Snapshots from 
Saint Rock” videos.   Please check out our silent auction that will open up for bids in the weeks prior 
to the event. 
  

Mark your calendars for May 21st….Interested in sponsorship opportunities?  Contact Mimi 
Macdonald at mmacdonald@saintrockhaitifoundation.org.

In the 29 days between November 26, 2020 
(Thanksgiving) and December 25, 2020, 69 “hikers” 
walked or hiked a combined 700 miles and raised 
over  $21,000 to support SRHF’s education programs.  
Participants included individuals from across the 
country, high school students from Medfield and 
Hingham, Cornell University undergrads, and a 
strong showing from the Milton staff and volunteers.
  

Thank you to Elliott Physical Therapy, our sponsor 
for the  inaugural SRHF Hike to School.  Elliot Physical 
Therapy continues to be a consistent and very 
generous supporter of the Foundation. 
  

SRHF supports the work of five schools in and 
around the Saint Rock community, opening doors to children for whom education would otherwise 
be out of reach.  The participants' enthusiasm underscored how passionate so many of our 
volunteers and donors are to our mission.  Thanks to all who got out there and made a difference, 
you are very much appreciated.  

Can’t wait for hike 2021!

Megan Colleran, President of Medfield High’s Hope for 
Haiti Club, ran with her family to participate in the  29 
Day Hike to School.

This month we are pleased to introduce long time volunteer 
Donna Swanson. Donna is originally from Quincy, MA and she and 
her husband Scott have three children — 23 year old twins Kate 
and Whit, and 21 year old Maggie.   
  

Her nursing career began at Brigham and Women’s Hospital where 
she served on the general surgery floor and the surgical intensive 
care unit.   Donna left BWH to become the clinical director at 
DotHouse Health in Dorchester.
  

She got involved with SRHF when her good friend Deb White and 
daughter Mollie traveled to Saint Rock. From that point on, she 
was hooked and traveled to Saint Rock three times. Her most 
rewarding experience was providing nursing care to a young 
woman who was suffering major complications after a miscarriage 
yet walked several miles with her partner to the clinic. Donna treated her for over 12 hours before the 
patient was transferred to a nearby hospital for surgery. The woman survived and returned to the 
Saint Rock clinic for a post-op visit, happy and healthy. 
   

Donna remarked, “Each time I went, I witnessed medical emergencies that were successfully treated by 
competent and caring medical staff. Saint Rock delivers much more than health care. It instills dignity, 
respect, and hope. It is a privilege and honor to help care for the Saint Rock community and be a 
member of the SRHF volunteer nursing committee.” At SRHF, we appreciate all her dedication and hard work!

Volunteer Profile Donna Swanson, RN

One of our veteran employees, Denise Guerrier is the pharmacist for 
the Saint Rock Centre de Santé. Denise has been with SRHF for nine 
years and most travelers to Saint Rock have met or worked with 
Denise to organize donations of medications and vitamins. 
  

Denise is from the Saint Rock community and loves being a 
pharmacist. Her favorite part of her job is helping pregnant women 
understand how to take their medications, sharing, “It requires a lot 
of patience and time but it’s very important that patients fully 
understand the directions for their medications.” About half of of all 
Haitians 15 years and older are unable to read and she has 

developed strategies to ensure safe and effective medication compliance. 
  

When asked what she would like to see change in the community, Denise says “I want to see the 
current small clinic transformed into a larger medical center and I know that the community is 
waiting for that, too.” Most important to her, she hopes that the Saint Rock Centre de Santé will 
always have medicine for the patients that need it. We are lucky to have Denise on the team for so 
many years as a true professional who is competent in her ability to provide care. 



Dear Friends,

I hope this newsletter finds you and your family well.  The challenges of this 
year have taught us all to find innovative ways to stay connected, stay safe 
and carry on.  Although we have not been able to travel to Haiti, the 
important work of helping the Saint Rock community find opportunities to 
thrive continues, in large part because of our committed donors who believe 
in the mission of this Foundation.  

Within this newsletter I look forward to sharing news about the Center for 
Maternal and Child Health, results from our inaugural 29 Day Hike to 
School, an update on the pandemic’s impact on this part of the world, and 
our upcoming annual gala.

The SRHF staff here in Milton and in Haiti appreciate your unwavering compassion, ongoing interest and 
involvement in our work on behalf of the people of Saint Rock.

Mesi Anpil
 

Jocelyn Bresnahan, DNP, President & CEO

INDICIA
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