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The official reopening of Haiti 
began in late June which 
i n c l u d e d a l l p o r t s , 
g o v e r n m e n t a c t i v i t y , 
businesses and now the 
resumption of school as 
cases of Covid-19 spread 
throughout the country. The 
H a i t i a n g o v e r n m e n t 
continues to  remind people 
that the virus is still very 
active and that everyone 
should remain vigilant. The 
Saint Rock Haiti Foundation’s 

healthcare team, working with the community, has been 
successful in keeping case numbers lower in than in most 
regions in Haiti; two confirmed and 15 suspected. Most 
importantly, there have been no deaths.
 

The call for social distancing and other necessary restrictions 
is far more difficult to carry out in Haiti due to overcrowded 
markets, multiple families living under one roof, and the daily 
challenges of accessing clean water and food.  Thanks in 
large part to the outpouring of support from our donors, SRHF 
began its efforts by increasing the capacity of our health clinic 

Expanding Our Educational Sponsorship Program

services including, expanding our staff, providing COVID-19 
specific training for our Community Health Workers, and 
partnering with Americares, Build Health International, and 
Health Equity International to reinforce existing resources.  
Our community outreach focused on putting handwashing 
stations throughout the communities we serve, providing 
emergency kits consisting of bars of soap, rice, beans, corn, 
and cooking oil which can sustain a family of six for two 
weeks, and providing sewing 
machines to an active group 
of volunteers in Saint Rock to 
create face masks.
 

The Foundation’s Haitian and 
American staff has worked 
tirelessly to ensure that this 
continuing threat does not 
have a devastating effect on 
the community.  With the 
ongoing support of our many 
g e n e r o u s d o n o r s a n d 
volunteers, we will continue to 
work hand in hand with the 
people of Saint Rock for as 
long as needed.

We know from our efforts at the Saint Rock Haiti Foundation 
(SRHF) that education and proper healthcare are prerequisites 
for sustained social and economic development.  

► An average Haitian, 25 years or older, has less than 5 
years of schooling.  Half of the adult population is 
illiterate.

► One extra year of schooling increases an individual's 
earnings by up to 10%.

► It costs the Saint Rock Haiti Foundation $300 per child, 
per year for tuition, supplies and mandatory uniform.

Thanks to your support, SRHF has helped over 150 students 
attend primary school, secondary school and, in some cases, 
go on to institutes of higher education.

Over the past year we have worked to revise the SRHF 
Educational Sponsorship program in an effort to assure that 
support for this program is having the greatest impact on the 

lives of the children of Saint Rock.  Comprehensive research 
and consultation has indicated that sponsoring the Program as 
a whole versus connecting one child to one sponsor will         
allow SRHF to include more children in our program.  Our staff 
closely monitors school budgets, student enrollment and supply 
needs throughout the year allowing us to allocate educational 
sponsorship funds as needed.  

If you are interested in learning more about the Educational 
Sponsorship Program or would like to become a sponsor, 
p l e a s e c o n t a c t M i m i M a c d o n a l d a t 
mmacdonald@saintrockhaitifoundation.org or go on online to 
Saintrock.org and choose DONATE.

COVID19 Update
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Spectacular 2020 Building Hope Together Gala
Carnival arrived at Granite Links during our annual Building Hope Together Gala!  
This year’s gala brought together almost 400 friends of the Saint Rock Haiti 
Foundation to celebrate the successes of the year, raise funds to continue the 
important work of the Foundation, and honor the memory of  Dr. Stephen Bresnahan.

This year’s Honorary Chair was the Honorable Linda Dorcena Forry who underscored 
in her address, delivered partially in Haitian Creole, the importance of communities 
working together, here and abroad.  We were also thrilled to have Medical Director Dr. 
Kenes Eloy and our Director of Haitian Operations Rock Deline from SRHF’s clinic in 
Haiti join us for the evening.  
  
Celebrants continued the fun throughout the evening with games including a wine pull 
with all the wine being donated by Kappy’s Fine Wine & Spirits and “Dig for Saint 

Rock” that featured an all expense paid weekend away as the grand prize!
    

An inspiring addition to our program this year was the first annual Stephen 
Bresnahan Award, presented to an individual who embodies the dedication 
and commitment to ensuring that each individual in Saint Rock and the 
surrounding communities has the ability to thrive in all aspects of life.  Board 
member Jim Goldenberg was our first recipient in honor of his incredibly 
dedicated work and generosity on behalf of the Foundation.
   

A big thank you is extended to all those who celebrated Carnival with us at the 
gala; our committed volunteers, our sponsors, those who participated in  the 
games, silent auction and our Fund A Need. The generosity of spirit was 
remarkable throughout the evening and helped raise an unprecedented 
$260,000, $200,000 of which was, once again, matched by the Flatley 
Foundation bringing our total to $460,000.

University Scholar Spotlight
François Saint Juste 
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Hiking Saint Rock

Employee Spotlight Watson Jeanne
Watson Jeannot has been a dedicated nurse working at the SRHF health clinic for just over a 
year. Watson’s fortuitous introduction to the SRHF health clinic was through his educational 

advisor at  the Notre Dame University's School of 
Nursing in Port-au-Prince and a Flatley University 
Scholarship recipient. Watson became the 
supervisor for all of the community health workers 
working in Saint Rock and surrounding 
communities in May of 2019 and continues to be a 
thoughtful and strategically minded team member.
  

Watson ((seen at left in the red shirt delivering an 
emergency COIVID kit) dreamed of a challenging career that would have a positive 
effect on people's lives. In his current role, Watson is involved in almost every aspect of 
patient care and enjoys the variety of each work day. 

   

Watson attributes much of his current professional satisfaction to the Saint Rock Haiti Foundation and knows there is much more 
work left to accomplish. "The members of the community must fight not only to facilitate the Foundation's development but also to 
prepare the ground so that all the projects of the Foundation for the community can land easily and safely." 
  

Watson is just one of the many committed individuals this Foundation is lucky to have as a partner on the ground in Haiti, 
working together so that others can thrive.

Volunteer Profile, James Maguire, MD
Most people know Dr. James Maguire as a great pediatrician 
specializing in allergies, asthma, and immunology who has 
practiced in Fall River for 34 years. His resume impresses with a 

residency at Tufts NEMC and 
a f e l l o w s h i p a t B o s t o n 
Children’s Hospital.  He’s 
been married to his wife Mary 
Ellen for 39 years and their 
three sons, two daughters in 
law, and grandchild are his 
pride and joy.  He loves to 
garden and get out on the 
water, either swimming or in 
a boat.  
  

Jim Maguire’s other passion 
is getting to know and serve 
the people of Saint Rock, 
Haiti. SRHF board member 
Dr. Jon Cronin, his good 
friend and medical school 
classmate from UMass, heard 
that Dr. Maguire had been on 

a medical mission trip to Honduras and introduced him  to the 
Saint Rock Haiti Foundation in 2015. He has been making 
medical outreach trips to Saint Rock ever since.
   

It distresses him to see infants and very young children in the 
clinic who suffer from severe malnutrition due to their family’s 
poverty and lack of government support. But he has hope. “I am 
especially impressed by the excellent continuing health and 
community services provided by the Saint Rock health center 
under the direction of Dr. Kenes Eloy, Mr. Rock Deline, and 
their staff – particularly in the long intervals between visits from 
Saint Rock US volunteers,” he noted.  He especially enjoys 
visiting with the mobile clinic which travels in a truck and brings 
medical care directly to people in their remote communities. 
   

“The camaraderie and friendships which I have developed with 
fellow volunteers and the regular staff have been rewarding.” 
Thanks Jim - We’re glad to have you as a friend!

Dr. James Maguire and Dr. Jon 
Cronin, January, volunteering at 
the Centre de Santé in Haiti.

Are you interested in learning more about Saint Rock, Haiti 
and making a direct, lasting impact on the quality of life for 
the students in the Saint Rock Community?  SRHF’s virtual 
29 Day Hike to School challenge is our way of bringing 
awareness to the importance of education in impoverished 
communities like Saint Rock while raising greatly needed funds.

SRHF will use all money raised to enhance educational 
opportunities for the children of Saint Rock, many of whom 
cannot attend school due to extreme financial hardship which 
is acutely detrimental to their future.  Good health and 
education go hand in hand which is why the Saint Rock Haiti 

Foundation continues to look 
for ways to open doors to all 
levels of education in Saint 
Rock and the surrounding 
communities.
    

Guidelines for the hike will be 
available that can be tailored to 
your school or organization. 
You can hike on your school 
g r o u n d s o r e v e n i n s i d e 
stairways to replicate the trek 
up the mountain many children 
face each day on their way to 

school. We will provide tools for fundraising to help you get 
started and be available with support throughout the Hike.
   

For more information, please contact Mary Keally, Director of 
Special Programs and Volunteer Opportunities at 
mkeally@saintrockhaitifoundation.org.

François Saint Juste is realizing his dream - to become an 
agronomist to help the people in his community and finally become 
economically independent. He heard about the SRHF Flatley 
University Scholarship program after graduation from secondary 
school. After applying in 2015 he was chosen for the first cohort of 
students to enter the competitive program and is attending 
Université Américaine des Sciences Modernes D'Haiti  
(UNASMOH) in agronomy. 

Agronomy: the science of soil management 
and the production of field crops

    

His favorite area of 
study is “phyto” (plant 
study). He assures 
anyone who asks that 
he is just as skilled in 
z o o l o g y . H e i s 
currently interning on 
agricultural projects in 
the Saint Rock area 
under the direction of 
the Foundation.  “I will 
never stop thanking 
the Foundation for 
helping me realize my 
dream,” said François. His desire is to give a portion of his 
future income to allow other applicants to realize their 
dreams, too. He hopes others who received scholarships will 
join him in staying and giving back to the community.

François Saint Juste at work 
in a cabbage field.

Honorary chair, The Honorable Linda Dorcena 
Forry and SRHF Medical Director Jean Kenes 
Eloy, MD.

Jan and Roland DeAngelis getting into the 
carnival spirit.
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Dear Friends,
  
What an unprecedented time in our lives!  I hope that each of you can find 
some peace amongst all that is taking place.  
    
We are all experiencing individual challenges, unrest, insecurity and 
confusion as to what the next day, month or year will hold.  This is what most 
of the population of Haiti are faced with every day of their lives.  The Saint 
Rock Haiti Foundation is currently focused on how to mitigate the 
catastrophic effects of COVID-19 in Saint Rock as we continue our work with 
the community to address the growing populations' need for dignified 
healthcare, basic educational opportunities and self-sustaining agribusiness 
resources.  

Thank you to all who answered our call, we have made a difference.  Your support allows SRHF to continue 
to lead the way in making a more prosperous, equitable and healthful Haiti.

Mèsi Anpil,

 

Jocelyn Bresnahan, DNP, President & CEO

372 Granite Ave., Suite 1
Milton, MA 02186
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“Education is not 
preparation for life; 
education is life itself.”
– John Dewey

This issue - Read how we are 
expanding our educational 
sponsorship program.


